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2nd  June,  1966. 

To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  upon 
the  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  1965.  The  population 
increased  by  150  to  44,450,  although  births  exceeded  deaths 
by  429.  It  seems  therefore  that  there  must  have  been  some 
outward  movement. 

Of  967  live  births,  110  (11.4%)  were  illegitimate  ;  the 
infant  mortality  and  still-birth  rates  were  both  low.  The 
live  birth  and  death  rates  after  correction  were  20.9  and  11.5 
per  thousand  respectively  and  these,  like  the  other  rates, 
compared  well  with  the  national  averages.  The  largest 
mortality  group  was  disease  affecting  the  heart  and 
blood  vessels  which  accounted  for  nearly  half  the  total  of 
deaths  during  the  year.  Then  came  the  cancers  collectively, 
which  accounted  for  104  ;  infections  or  diseases  of  the 
lungs  caused  the  death  of  67  persons.  If,  however,  26  deaths 
from  cancer  of  the  lung  had  been  grouped  with  diseases  of 
the  lung  rather  than  with  all  cancers,  then  the  former 
would  have  become  the  second  largest  group  with  93  deaths 
as  opposed  to  78.  Cancer  of  the  lung  accounted  for  a  quarter 
of  all  the  cancer  deaths.  On  reference  to  health  reports  of 
30  and  40  years  ago,  it  was  found  that  the  total  of  cancer 
deaths  (after  correcting  for  the  change  in  population)  was 
a  little  way  below  the  current  level.  Markedly  different, 
however,  was  the  proportion  of  all  cancers  due  to  those 
of  lung  or  bronchus.  These  were  so  few  in  bygone  years  that 
they  were  listed  in  the  small  miscellaneous  section.  This 
is  a  new  and  sinister  development  when  a  form  of  cancer, 
once  rare  and  occasional,  becomes  one  of  the  more  frequent. 
This  alone  has  increased  its  prevalence  whereas  cancers  of 
other  organs  have  altered  little  in  the  interval.  Heavy 
cigarette  consumption  over  a  period  of  years  has  a  known 
relationship  with  lung  cancer.  While  this  may  not  be  of 
interest  to  comfirmed  smokers,  it  should  be  much  in  the 
minds  of  all  parents  and  those  who  influence,  either  by 
instruction  or  example,  the  young  mind. 
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The  report  for  1964  welcomed  the  addition  of  Mr.  V.  W. 
Vickers  to  your  staff  of  inspectors,  but  he  died  suddenly 
before  the  printed  report  came  into  your  hands.  Mr.  Vickers 
was  an  experienced  inspector  and  a  pleasant  associate  and 
his  death  was  a  great  shock  to  all  his  colleagues.  The  Council 
has  since  appointed  as  successor  Mr.  B.  Morrison  to  whom 
good  wishes  are  extended. 

Many  complaints  and  visits  came  under  the  heading 
“  Pest  Eradication  ”  ;  most  of  these  concerned  infestation 
by  rats  or  mice.  There  were  again  a  number  of  complaints 
relating  to  food  which  was  sold  either  in  a  mouldy  condition 
or  containing  foreign  bodies.  The  number  of  these  is  not 
rising  and  this  may  be  due  to  the  vigorous  manner  in  which 
the  Council  deals  with  all  such  complaints.  There  can  be 
no  room  for  satisfaction  that  more  than  ten  per  cent,  of 
visits  to  food  premises  had  to  be  followed  by  contravention 
notices  or  that  twelve  in  every  hundred  ice-cream  samples 
were  below  the  accepted  standards  of  quality.  This  suggests 
that  there  is  insufficient  care  or  bad  hygiene  at  the  point 
of  retail  sale.  Only  four  complaints  of  noise  had  to  be 
investigated  this  year.  While  none  was  of  a  serious  nature, 
all  four  could  have  been  avoided  in  the  first  place  by  reason¬ 
able  forethought  on  the  part  of  those  responsible. 

In  regard  to  the  work  done  under  the  Housing  Acts,  in¬ 
formation  will  be  found  in  the  report  of  the  Chief  Health 
Inspector  who  shows  that  most  of  the  procedures  were  in 
relation  to  orders  for  the  closure  of  whole  buildings  or  parts 
thereof  rather  then  to  clearance  areas  and  demolition  orders. 
Overcrowding  notices  were  served  in  respect  of  7  houses 
and  three  prosecutions  led  to  the  imposition  of  fines.  In 
the  past  ten  years  there  have  been  956  houses  demolished, 
25  closed,  and  parts  of  128  dwellings  made  subject  to  closing 
orders.  Therefore,  more  than  100  unfit  dwellings  a  year  have 
been  abolished  over  this  period.  Court  proceedings  were 
taken  in  respect  of  multiple  occupation  of  dwellings.  The 
main  body  of  sub-standard  dwellings  has  been  dealt  with 
by  demolition,  clearance  or  closure  and  thought  can  now  be 
turned  to  the  improvement  of  sub-standard  property  of  the 
better  type  by  powers  conferred  in  Part  2  of  the  1964 
Housing  Act.  The  Council  has  found  that,  of  67  houses  in 
the  south  of  the  Borough,  almost  two-thirds  lack  one  or 
more  of  the  standard  amenities.  Improvement  Area  pro¬ 
cedure  will  make  it  possible  to  bring  the  whole  area  up  to  the 
full  standard  of  fitness.  Sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
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1936  will  provide  a  remedy  for  deficiences  in  the  paving 
and  drainage  of  the  said  area. 

For  some  years  past,  local  residents  have  complained 
of  the  coloured  emissions  from  the  converters  at  Ford’s 
Imperial  Foundry.  The  management  has  installed  three 
dry  plate  electrostatic  precipitators  in  order  to  treat  emissions 
from  three  tropaenas,  each  of  three  ton  capacity  and  one 
electric  arc  furnace  of  ten  tons  capacity.  The  precipitators 
have  a  design  specification  for  the  cleaning  of  78,000  cubic 
feet  of  gas  per  minute  so  as  to  give  an  outlet  dust  load  of 
0.05  grains  per  cubic  foot  or  better  at  normal  temperature 
and  pressure.  These  can  be  demonstrated  by  operation  of 
the  electric  switch  control  to  change  a  dense,  dark  brown 
plume  to  a  colourless  emission  within  a.  few  seconds.  The 
deposited  dust,  collected  for  removal,  is  of  the  order  of  tons 
per  day. 

In  October,  1965  an  Indian  girl  aged  three  was  treated 
in  a  local  hospital  for  spasms  of  the  limbs.  After  investiga¬ 
tion  the  Paediatrician  found  signs  pointing  to  lead  poison¬ 
ing  as  the  cause.  The  child’s  illness  made  necessary  three 
week’s  stay  in  hospital  and  her  brother  was  also  found  to 
have  a  raised  lead  content  of  his  blood.  During  this  time 
the  home  was  visited  by  the  Deputy  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  who  found  that  the  child  had  chewed  the  top  rail 
of  her  cot  and  also  some  flaking  paintwork  near  the  front  door. 
Specimens  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Council’s 
public  analyst.  His  report  was  that  the  cot  paint  contained 
only  0.2%  of  lead  but  the  paint  on  the  front  door  was  lead 
based  of  8%  lead  content.  Lead  paintwork  is  common  in 
older  house  property  such  as  this  home  and  care  is  therefore 
needed  where  there  are  infants  in  the  family. 

Vacation  of  a  room  adjacent  to  the  mortuary  by  the 
County  Fire  Brigade  allowed  some  improvement  and  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  mortuary.  This  is  not,  however,  of  adequate 
modern  standard  for  the  work  done  there  annually.  The 
steam  disinfector  became  unserviceable  some  years  ago  and 
the  accommodation  for  the  bathing  of  verminous  or  in¬ 
fected  persons  at  the  destructor  is  inconvenient.  The  Health 
Committee  therefore  planned  to  erect  a  building  at  the  depot 
to  house  a  new  formalin  vapour  disinfector  and  to  provide 
bathing  and  dressing  accommodation.  However  restrictions 
upon  capital  expenditure  postponed  the  provision  of  this 
accommodation  for  which  there  is  a  definite  need. 
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Once  again  I  have  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the 
Council  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  in 
particular  for  their  kindness  and  goodwill  towards  me  at 
all  times.  I  have  also  had  very  willing  help  from  Dr.  Richards 
my  deputy,  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr.  F.  Hills, 
his  deputy,  and  all  connected  with  the  work  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment  for  which  I  am  pleased  to  express  my  sincere  thanks. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  LIVINGSTONE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS  OF 
THE  BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

D.  LIVINGSTONE,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

MYRTLE  V.  RICHARDS,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  D.C.H.,  D.P.H. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

A.  J.  SMITH,  F.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.I.S.A.A. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

F.  C.  HILLS,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

K.  G.  RAPLEY,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

R.  W.  CHADD,  M.A.P.H.I. 

V.  W.  VICKERS,  M.A.P.H.I. 

(to  4th  June,  1965). 

B.  MORRISON. 

(from  1 8th  October,  1965). 

General  Assistants  : 

A.  H.  STALWORTH 

J.  F.  BLOOMFIELD. 

Clerks  : 

Mrs.  R.  J.  BISSMIRE. 

Mrs.  K.  M.  TAVINOR 
(to  5th  February,  1965). 

Miss  J.  R.  SHIELDS 
(from  8th  March,  1965). 

*S.  BUCKLEY,  Miss  B.  GIBBONS- WARD. 

♦(members  of  L.H.A.  Clerical  Staff  with  part  of  time  allocated  to 
services  of  Joint  Sanitary  Committee,  M.O.H’s  Office). 

Public  Analysts  : 

R.  K.  CHALMERS,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 

C.  N.  GRANGE,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C. 
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Borough  of  Royal  Leamington  Spa 


A.  Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year,  1965. 


♦Population  (estimated)  Mid-year,  1964 
Area  of  Borough 
Public  open  spaces 
Product  of  Id.  rate,  1964  /1965 


...  44,450 

2,875  acres 
126.42  acres 
£7,466/13/0 


Total  number  of  permanent  dwellinghouses  and 
flats,  31/3/1965  . 

Birth  Rate  (Crude) 

Birth  Rate  (Corrected) 

Still  Birth  Rate — Rate  per  1,000  total  births 
Death  Rate  (Crude) 

Death  Rate  (Corrected) 


Deaths  from  Diseases  and 
Accidents  of  Pregnancy  and 
Child-birth 


From  Sepsis 

,,  other  causes 


12,912 

21.8 

20.9 

15.2 

12.0 

11.5 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  years  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 
births 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 
births 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

, ,  , ,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 

,,  ,,  Anterior  Poliomyelitis  (all  ages) 


18.6 

21.1 
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B.  LOCAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  (WARWICKSHIRE 

COUNTY  COUNCIL) 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — The  following  Centres  are 
held  within  the  Borough  : — 

...  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  2  p.m. 

Wednesdays,  2  p.m. 

Crown  Way,  Lillington  ...  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  2  p.m. 
Brunswick  Clinic 

Local  enquiries  regarding  Home  Help,  After-Care,  Health 
Visiting,  Domiciliary  Nursing  and  Midwifery  Services  to 
Area  Health  Office,  38,  Holly  Walk,  Leamington  Spa 
(’Phone  27284/5).  Welfare  Foods  distribution  points  in 
the  Borough  include  all  welfare  centres. 

Ambttlance  facilities. — The  County  Council’s  Ambu¬ 
lance  Depot  at  Montague  Road,  Warwick  (Telephone  No. 
Warwick  42386),  serves  the  Borough  of  Royal  Leamington 
Spa.  Vehicles  are  in  two-way  radio  contact  with  the  fixed 
base  station  or  with  other  local  depots  which  can  also 
handle  urgent  messages  for  the  midwifery  service. 

Hospital  services. — Maternity  cases  are  admitted  to  the 
Cay  Block  of  the  Warneford  Hospital.  Tuberculosis  is 
treated  at  Hertford  Hill  Chest  Hospital  and  mental  illness 
is  treated  at  the  Central  Hospital,  Hatton.  Beds  for  geriatric 
and  chronic  patients  are  available  at  Heathcote  Hospital. 
Follow-up  or  investigation  of  pulmonary  disease  is  carried 
out  at  the  Warneford  Hospital  Chest  Clinic.  The  after-care 
hostel  for  psychiatric  patients  is  at  20a,  Willes  Road. 


C.  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water. — The  town’s  water  is  taken  in  part  from  deep 
wells  or  boreholes  and  in  part  by  abstraction  from  the 
River  Learn.  River  water  is  impounded  in  a  reservoir 
at  Willes  Meadow  ;  it  is  filtered  and  chlorinated  and  fre¬ 
quently  analysed.  Storage  tanks  exist  at  Campion  Terrace 
Wells  thence  water  is  pumped  also  to  the  Southam  R.D.C. 

1  The  waters  are  of  good  quality  and  hard.  Iron 
deposits  or  tastes  due  to  algae  have  been  avoided  by  special 
measures. 

2  Frequent  bacteriological  examinations  are  made 
of  the  raw  and  filtered  river  waters,  and  of  the  well  waters 
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after  chlorination.  All  tests  have  been  satisfactory.  Periodic 
chemical  analysis  is  made.  A  specimen  analysis  follows 
later  in  this  section  of  samples  taken  from  three  sources. 

3  The  water  is  not  plumbo-solvent  and  contains  no 
excess  of  any  metallic  element. 

4.  Chlorination  plants  at  sources  of  supply  operated 
as  required. 

5.  13,362  houses  in  the  town  now  have  an  internal 
piped  supply  serving  44,450  persons.  There  are  now  no 
houses  without  an  internal  water  supply. 

CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  RIVER  WATERS 

Water  analysis  results  expressed  in  parts  per  million. 
Received  on  :  15th  December,  1965. 

From  :  South  Warwickshire  Water  Board. 

Description  :  U.F.C.,  1114.  Unfiltered  River  Water. 

F.C.,  1114.  Filtered  River  Water. 

IT.261.  IT. 262. 


Appearance  :  U.F.C.,  Very  slightly  turbid,  few  large 

particles. 

F.C.,  Bright,  few  small  particles. 


Ammoniacal  Nitrogen 

0.035 

0.035 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen 

0.40 

0.2 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

42.8 

43.7 

Nitrate  Nitrogen 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  perman¬ 

8.3 

8.3 

ganate  at  27°  C.  in  4  hours 

3.6 

2.1 

Total  Solids  dried  at  100°C.  ... 

690 

700 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 

0.01 

0 

p 1 1  ...  ...  ... 

7.75 

7.55 

Free  Chlorine  ... 

— 

0.09 

Temporary 

215 

195 

Hardness  *  Permanent 

180 

200 

T otal  ...  ... 

395 

395 

Radioactivity 

Electricity  Conductivity  at  2° 

— 

— 

20°C.  . 

760 

770 

micromhos 

Lead  ...  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Copper  and  Zinc  Less  than 

0.05 

0.05 

Dissolved  Carbon  Dioxide 

7.0 

8.0 

Alkalinity  as  Carbonate 

129.0 

117.0 

Fluoride,  F. 

0.3 

0.3 

(Signed) 

Bostock, 

Hill  &  Rigby, 
Public  Analysts 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  RIVER  WATERS 

Water  analysis  results  expressed  in  parts  per  million. 
Received  on  :  15th  December  1965. 

From  :  South  Warwickshire  Water  Board. 

Description  :  Lillington  Well.  9-15  a. m.  15.12.65. 

Appearance  :  Bright,  few  small  particles 


Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  ...  0 

Albuminoid  Nitrogen  ...  0 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  ...  21.0 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  ...  ...  2.6 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  perman¬ 
ganate  at  27 °C.  in  4  hours  0 

Total  Solids  dried  at  100°C.  ...  415 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  ......  0 

pH  ...  ...  ...  7.35 

Free  Chlorine  ...  ...  ...  0 

Temporary  ...  260 

Hardness  s  Permanent  ...  65 

_  Total  .  325 

Radioactivity  :  ......  — 

Electrical  Conductivity  at 

20  °C.  546 

micromhos. 

Fluoride,  F.  ...  ...  ...  0.15 


[Signed)  Bostock,  Hill  &  Rigby, 

Public  Analysts. 

Swimming  Baths. — The  purification  plant  has  operated 
satisfactorily  and  analyses  were  made  from  time  to  time. 

Total  number  of  swimmers  (1965)  ...  237,917 

Weekly  average  (summer)  ...  ...  5,866 

,,  (winter)  ...  ...  3,628 

These  figures  do  not  include  spectators. 

Scavenging. — The  destructor  plant  handled  this  year 
15,282  tons  of  refuse  as  compared  with  15,960  tons  in 
1964.  A  regular  weekly  collection  for  private  households 
was  given.  There  are  separate  arrangements  for  the  collection 
of  trade  refuse. 
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F.  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Incidence  of  Major  Infectious  Diseases  since  1958 


Food  Poisoning 

Dysentery 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Pneumonia. 

Anterior 

Poliomyelitis. 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia. 

1958 

...  1 

2 

8 

— 

31 

— 

2 

1959 

...  — 

11 

49 

— 

22 

— 

2 

1960 

. . .  — 

14 

49 

— 

20 

3 

8 

1961 

...  4 

1 

13 

— 

13 

— 

1 

1962 

...  — 

2 

7 

— 

4 

— 

6 

1963 

...  26 

13 

— 

5 

— 

— 

25 

1964 

. . .  — 

1 

2 

1 

6 

— 

— 

1965 

...  2 

24 

6 

— 

3 

. I, 

1 

Measles. — 277  notifications  were  received. 

Whooping  Cough. — This  year  there  were  no  cases  re¬ 
ported. 

Other  diseases. — The  total  of  infectious  disease  notifi¬ 
cations  was  a  low  one.  However  the  notifications  of 
Dysentery  showed  an  unwelcome  increase.  All  these 
were  confirmed  as  due  to  the  Sonne  variety  of  Dysentery 
Bacillus.  This  infection  is  only  really  dangerous  to 
the  very  young  and  the  very  old  but  it  has  considerable 
nuisance  value  in  schools  or  closed  communities  such  as 
homes  or  hospital  wards.  A  great  deal  of  the  time  of  health 
inspectors  is  consumed  in  making  enquiries  and  tests  re¬ 
sulting  from  these  notifications,  more  so  than  would  appear 
from  the  figures.  Many  of  the  milder  infections  and  sym- 
tomless  carrier  states  are  never  treated  or  notified  at  all 
and  some  are  only  disclosed  by  routine  tests  of  the  family 
or  contacts  of  patients.  A  good  deal  of  work  is  also  thrown 
upon  the  laboratory  service.  Really  this  is  not  a  problem 
of  epidemic  control  by  a  health  department  so  much  as  one 
of  improving  public  standards  of  personal  hygiene. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


Prevalence  of,  and  Control  over.  Tuberculosis 


Age 

New 

Cases 

Transft 

Dist 

srs  into 
;rict 

Deaths 

Pul- 

Non- 

Pul- 

Non- 

Pul- 

Non- 

Periods 

monary 

Pul. 

monary 

Pul. 

monary 

Pul. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1-5 

1 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

3 

— 

1 

20-25 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35 

5 

1 

- - 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

35-45 

3 

— 

4 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-55 

2 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55-65 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

1 

_ 

— 

- - 

— 

1 

— 

— 

65  & 
upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

17 

3 

7 

2 

3 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Cases 

...  42 

38 

65 

25 

46 

42 

30 

Deaths 

...  19 

11 

24 

26 

18 

6 

12 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Cases 

53 

68 

57 

73 

98 

57 

66 

Deaths 

4 

4 

6 

6 

5 

4 

2 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

1965 

Cases 

...  54 

46 

36 

21 

17 

18 

29 

Deaths 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis. — 

■There 

were 

29  new 

notifications 

and 

only  one  death. 


Most  of  those  affected  were  adults.  At  first  sight  there 
may  seem  to  have  been  a  disappointing  rise  as  compared  with 
three  years  past.  The  total  is,  however,  well  below  the  average 
of  the  past  two  decades  and  Leamington  usually  compares 
well  with  other  districts  of  the  county  in  regard  to  the 
tuberculosis  death  rate.  The  Council  has  built  many  fine 
modern  dwellings  since  the  war,  abolished  most  of  its  slums 
or  overcrowded  tenements  and  has  given  priority  in  re¬ 
housing  to  infective  sufferers  from  this  disease. 
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On  the  other  side  of  the  account,  however,  must 
be  taken  into  account  some  new  social  factors.  One 
is  that  the  population  of  the  town  has  grown  steadily  for 
many  years  to  reach  its  largest  recorded  size.  Another  is 
that  there  are  now  in  our  midst  immigrants  from  many 
lands,  which  have  a  higher  tuberculosis  incidence  rate  than 
is  normal  for  the  local  community.  Good  employment 
prospects  also  attract  people  to  move  here  from  remote 
rural  areas  where  contacts  are  fewer  and  less  natural  immunity 
therefore  exists  against  the  major  infectious  diseases. 

B.C.G.  vaccine  may  be  given  to  two  groups  : — 

(i)  School  leavers. 

Children  in  their  13th  year  are  offered  vaccination 
if  negative  reactors  to  a  skin  test  (Heaf  Test). 

(ii)  Special  risk  workers. 

e.g.  medical  students,  hospital  nurses,  etc. 

The  district  figures  are  now  merged  in  those  for  the 
central  area  but  the  work  done  at  High  or  Grammar  Schools 
within  your  district  was  as  follows  : — 


(a)  Number  given  Heaf  Tests 

(b)  Number  positive 

(c)  Negative  reactors  vaccinated 


240 

40 

187 


Seven  positive  reactors  were  given  follow-up  exami¬ 
nations  and  X-ray  films  showed  the  lungs  to  be  free  from 
active  disease.  The  discrepancy  between  column  (a)  and 
the  sum  of  columns  (b)  plus  (c)  is  due  to  absence  from 
school  upon  the  day  of  reading  tests  and  vaccination. 

16  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  admitted  for  treatment 
at  a  Sanatorium  and  23  were  discharged. 

The  Miniature  Mass  Radiography  Unit  make  regular- 
visits  to  the  Pump  Room  Gardens,  on  the  third  Monday 
of  each  month.  They  examine  patients  referred  for  investi¬ 
gation  by  local  doctors. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT,  1951 

If  elderly,  sick  or  infirm  persons  are  living  in  neglected  and 
insanitary  conditions  and  without  proper  care  or  attention  the  Council 
has  authorised  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  in  the  event  of  urgency, 
to  act  on  its  behalf  by  application  before  a  magistrate  or  a  court  of 
summary  jurisdiction  for  the  removal  of  the  said  person  to  a  hospital 
or  institution,  submitting  the  certificates  of  himself  and  of  a  doctor. 
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Case  1.  Mr.  S. —  An  immigrant  from  abroad  who  lived  apart  from 
his  wife  and  was  employed  locally  in  manual  work.  His  doctor  reported 
statements  alleged  to  have  been  made  by  the  wife  that  the  man  was 
depressed  and  suicidal  following  the  death  of  a  son  and  he  was  also  said 
to  have  delusions.  After  enquiry  the  Mental  Health  Officer  was 
satisfied  that  the  reports  were  exaggerated  and  without  real  substance. 

Case  2.  Miss  P. — .(80).  Access  was  denied  to  the  house  occupied  by 
this  old  lady  and  a  younger  companion  and  a  warrant  had  to  be  obtained 
before  the  M.O.H.  and  a  P.H.I.  could  gain  access.  They  were  found 
to  be  without  gas,  electricity  or  mains  water.  A  pension  was  being  eked 
out  by  the  collection  and  sale  of  rags  and  scrap.  The  ladies  slept  in 
the  attics  because  the  basement  and  most  of  the  ground  and  first  floor 
were  filled  with  inflammable  waste.  A  large  garden  was  full  of  scrap 
metal  and  junk  of  all  sorts,  the  rear  access  being  barred.  The  roof 
was  leaking  into  the  attics  and  no  funds  were  stated  to  be  available 
for  repairs.  Roof  repairs  were  arranged  and  the  P.H.I.  was  able  to 
have  some  scrap  removed  but  much  of  it  was  left  as  worthless.  Com¬ 
pulsory  removal  was  not  then  justified. 

Case  3.  Mrs.  B — .(61).  had  lived  a  semi-vagrant  life  for  years  since 
eviction  from  a  privately  owned  house  in  Warwick.  She  developed 
an  advanced  and  inoperable  form  of  cancer  for  which  she  refused 
treatment  and  her  older  husband  was  unable  to  care  for  her  properly. 
Upon  urgent  application  under  the  1951  Act  a  magistrate  made  an 
order  for  her  removal  to  hospital  where  she  died  a  few  weeks  later  in 
August  1965. 


MORTUARY 

Part-time  attendant  is  Mr.  H.  Barnett.  150  bodies 
were  received  for  post  mortem  examinations. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

SECTION  31 

Tuberculosis  Milk  Investigations. — No  biological  sample 
was  taken  under  the  County  scheme  during  1965. 

HOUSING,  1964 

Number  of  houses  built  in  town  during  1964  :  — 


(a)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  47 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise  ...  160 

Five  houses  were  converted  into  19  flats. 

On  31/3/65  the  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Cor¬ 
poration  was  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,716 

The  number  of  Prefabricated  Bungalows  is  ...  113 

Purchased  properties  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  212 


Other  details  regarding  work  made  neccesary  by  the  Housing 
Acts  will  be  found  in  the  section  of  the  report  contributed 
by  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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REPORT  OF 

THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
for  the  year  endiDg  December  31st,  1965 

ADMINISTRATION 

The  sudden  death  in  June  of  Mr.  V.  W.  Vickers  who 
had  been  appointed  only  twelve  months  previously,  deprived 
the  department  of  the  services  of  an  able  and  valued  col¬ 
league.  His  place  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  B.  Morrison  from  Glasgow.  The  only  staff  change  was 
due  to  the  resignation  of  Mrs.  K.  M.  Tavinor  as  Clerk  and  the 
subsequent  appointment  of  Miss  J.  R.  Shields. 

I  have  to  thank  again  all  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Inspectors’  Department  for  their  support 
throughout  the  year  ;  the  Area  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  D. 
Livingstone  and  his  staff  at  the  Area  Health  Department  ; 
all  those  colleagues  in  other  departments  of  the  Council 
with  whom  we  are  closely  associated  ;  the  public  Analysts 
Mr.  R.  K.  Chalmers  and  Mr.  C.  N.  Grange  ;  and  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  whose  continued 
confidence  and  support  are  greatly  appreciated. 

It  is  customary  to  begin  this  Report  with  a  summary 
of  the  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  which 
for  the  last  few  years  have  averaged  around  500. 

Summary  of  529  complaints  received : — 


Housing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Unsound  food  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Blocked  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Smells  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Noise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  156 

Other  pests,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 


From  the  table  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  highest 
number  were  about  infestations  of  rats  and  mice  which, 
together  with  those  about  other  pests,  e.g.  wasps  nests,  kept 
Mr.  J.  Bloomfield  the  General  Assistant,  extremely  busy 
throughout  the  year. 
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Complaints  of  foreign  bodies  found  in  food  continue 
to  increase  which  seems  to  be  a  common  experience  of  Public 
Health  Departments  throughout  the  country  generally. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1936  and  1961. — 107  informal 
notices  and  60  abatement  notices  were  served  under  these 
Acts,  23  of  the  latter  requiring  owners  to  clear  stopped-up 
drains.  The  majority  of  the  other  notices  required  owners 
to  remedy  housing  defects.  56  of  the  notices  were  complied 
with  informally  and  54  after  formal  action.  3  informal 
notices  were  served  requiring  the  provision  of  sanitary 
accommodation  for  the  public  in  cafes  and  2  had  been  com¬ 
plied  with  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Summary  of  visits  and  inspections,  etc.  * — 

Housing  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,378 

Inspections  of  food  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  623 

Inspections  of  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Inspections  of  houses-let-in-lodgings  ...  ...  ...  227 

Inspections  of  registered  offices  and  shops  ...  ...  483 

Visits  to  registered  offices  and  shops  ...  ...  203 

Drainage  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  400 

Visits  re  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  91 

Visits  re  Clean  Air  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  349 

Visits  re  Noise  Abatement  Act...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Visits  re  Merchandise  Marks  Acts  ...  ...  ...  140 

Visits  re  rodent  control  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

Visits  re  infectious  diseases,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  235 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  330 

Ineffectual  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  435 

Visits  re  sampling  of  food,  etc....  ...  ...  ...  374 

Samples  of  food  and  drugs  purchased  for  analysis  141 

Samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  :  — 

Ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  ...  ...  ...  130 

Water — Swimming  Bath  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Therapeutic  Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Paddling  Pool  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 


HOUSING 

The  houses  in  Augusta  Place  Clearance  Area  were 
acquired  by  the  Council  by  agreement  and  were  demolished. 
No  procedural  action  was  taken  to  secure  the  confirmation 
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of  the  Holly  Street  order.  The  Waterloo  Street  Compulsory 
Purchase  Order  was  confirmed  in  February. 


Action  under  Section  42,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Number  of  unfit  houses  in  respect  of  which  Clearance  Orders 
or  C.P.O’s  were  confirmed...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Action  under  Section  16, 17  and  28,  Housing  Act,  1957 
and  Section  25,  Housing  Act,  1961. 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  official  represen¬ 
tations  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  demolition  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  unfit  houses  made  fit  after  acceptance  of 

undertakings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Action  under  Section  18,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Number  of  parts  of  buildings  in  respect  of  which 

official  representations  were  made  ...  ...  24 

Number  of  closing  orders  made  ...  ...  ...  28 

Action  under  Section  9,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Number  of  formal  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  17 

Houses-let-in-lodgings. 

Number  of  notices  to  abate  overcrowding  served  ...  7 

Number  of  notices  to  execute  works  served  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  notices  to  execute  works  complied  with  3 

ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  HOUSING  ACTS  SINCE 

3rd.  NOVENBER,  1955 

Houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  956 

Houses  closed  (not  including  houses  now  demolished)  25 
Parts  of  buildings  closed  ...  ...  ...  ...  128 

Houses  not  yet  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  ...  32 

Demolition  orders  made  but  houses  not  yet  demolished  15 

Unfit  houses  owned  by  the  Council  not  yet  demolished  6 
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IMPROVEMENT  AREA 

The  Housing  Act,  1964  imposed  a  duty  on  the  Council 
to  inspect  their  district  from  time  to  time  to  discover  whether 
any  areas  should  be  declared  an  improvement  area  and 
to  take  action  under  the  powers  in  Part  II  of  the  Act.  The 
first  improvement  area  in  the  town  was  found  as  a  result 
of  such  a  survey. 

The  area  comprises  67  houses  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  town,  38  of  the  dwellings  are  lacking  one  or  more  of  the 
standard  amenities  and  all  of  them  are  so  constructed  that 
it  is  practicable  to  improve  them  to  the  full  standard. 
After  they  have  been  improved  to  this  standard  they  will 
be  in  such  condition  as  to  be  fit  for  human  habitation  and 
will  be  likely,  subject  to  normal  maintenance,  to  remain 
in  that  condition  and  available  for  use  as  dwellings  for 
a  period  of  not  less  than  15  years.  19  of  the  dwellings  in 
the  area  are  occupied  by  tenants  and,  of  these,  16  are  lacking 
one  or  more  of  the  standard  amenities.  The  area  was  de¬ 
clared  an  improvement  area  in  June. 

The  circular  accompanying  the  above  act  suggests  that 
in  implementing  their  schemes  of  improvement  local 
authorities  should  consider  all  the  courses  which  are  open 
to  them  to  fit  areas  for  the  requirements  of  modern  living 
and  for  improving  the  quality  of  the  environment.  Durmg 
the  survey  of  the  improvement  area  it  was  noted  that  the 
passages  in  the  area  were  not  properly  paved  and  drained. 
This  deficiency  is  to  be  dealt  with  by  the  service  of  notices 
on  the  owners  under  Section  56,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Prosecutions 

Housing  Act,  1957,  Section  90 

In  three  cases  legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against 
owners  for  permitting  overcrowding  and  they  were  fined 
£10,  £10  and  £20  respectively. 

Housing  Act,  1961,  Section  15,  and  Housing  Act,  1964, 

Section  65. 

Five  owners  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  were 
prosecuted  for  not  providing  sufficient  facilities  for  the 
occupants  and  were  fined  £10,  £25,  £30,  £50  and  £60  res¬ 
pectively. 

Landlord  and  Tenant  Act,  1962 

A  landlord  was  fined  £30  for  failing  to  provide  two  of 
his  tenants  with  rent  books  or  similar  documents. 
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RENT  ACT,  1957 

Two  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received 
on  the  last  day  of  the  year  and  consequently  no  subsequent 
action  was  completed  within  the  current  year. 

An  application  by  a  landlord  for  the  cancellation  of  a 
certificate  was  received  but,  as  the  tenant  objected  and  the 
defects  had  not  been  remedied,  cancellation  was  refused. 
Later  the  necessary  work  was  completed  and  another 
application  was  successful. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Sampling. — 141  samples  of  food  and  drugs  were  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  who  certified  136  to  be  gen- 


uine  and  5  to  be  unsatisfactory. 

A rticle 

Infor¬ 

Gen¬ 

Un¬ 

satis¬ 

mal 

uine 

factory 

Beverages 

16 

15 

1 

Canned  meat  and  meat  paste  etc. 

10 

9 

1 

Canned  and  dried  milk 

4 

3 

1 

Cheese  and  cheese  spread 

10 

10 

• — 

Cream  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Dehydrated  Vegetables 

1 

1 

— 

Dried  fruit 

3 

3 

— 

Fish  and  fish  paste 

5 

5 

— 

Flavourings  etc. 

5 

5 

• — 

Flour  confectionery  etc. 

3 

2 

1 

Ground  almonds 

5 

5 

— 

Health  foods 

5 

5 

— 

Margarine 

4 

4 

— 

Marzipan 

4 

4 

— 

Milk 

2 

2 

— 

Preserves  . 

3 

3 

— 

Proprietary  medicines 

1 

1 

— 

Puddings,  etc. 

16 

16 

— 

Sauces  ... 

14 

14 

— 

Sausages 

7 

7 

— 

Soups  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Sugar  confectionery  ... 

11 

11 

— 

Table  Jellies,  etc. 

4 

4 

— 

Wines,  etc. 

6 

5 

1 

The  following  paragraphs  give  details  of  the  action 
taken  regarding  the  unsatisfactory  samples  :  — 
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The  label,  which  had  been  printed  in  Holland,  on  a  tin 
of  instant  low  fat  milk  was  found  not  to  be  in  accordance 
with  the  Dried  Milk  Regulations,  1965.  The  manufacturers 
agreed  to  re-draft  the  label. 

A  tin  of  fried  hamburgers  with  gravy  was  reported  to 
have  an  inadequate  meat  content.  A  sample  of  this  product 
was  obtained  last  year  and  as  a  result  of  representations, 
the  manufacturer  produced  a  new,  satisfactory  label  which 
described  the  product  as  “  fried  hamburgers  with  gravy 
and  onions.”  The  current  sample  was  evidently  a  tin  with 
the  old  label  which  was  still  in  circulation. 


A  powder  used  for  making  soft  drinks  was  reported  to 
contain  a  prohibited  artificial  sweetener,  sodium  cyclamate. 
The  manufacturer  agreed  to  replace  the  sodium  cyclamate 
by  saccharin. 


A  sample  comprising  scone  mix  and  dried  fruit  was 
reported  to  contain  skimmed  milk  powder  although  the  label 
stated  that  the  ingredients  contained  milk  powder,  which 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Public  Analyst  means  dried  whole 
milk.  The  manufacturer  agreed  to  have  future  consign¬ 
ments  made  from  full  cream  milk  powder. 

A  sample  of  coffee  liqueur  wine  was  found  to  have  an 
unsatisfactory  label.  Neither  the  bottlers  name  and 
address  nor  a  registered  trade  mark  was  on  the  label  and 
the  line  surrounding  the  statutory  declaration  included  words 
other  than  the  declaration.  The  bottler  agreed  to  amend 
the  label  suitably. 

Unsound  Food. — The  following  quantities  of  unsound 
food  were  surrendered  for  destruction  as  being  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  :  — 

Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  590  lbs. 


Canned  meat 
Fish 

Fruit  and  vegetables 
Other  foods  ... 


990  lbs. 
1,650  lbs. 
2,920  lbs. 
2,320  lbs. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960. — 625  visits 
were  made  to  food  premises  resulting  in  67  letters  being  sent 
calling  attention  to  contraventions  of  the  regulations. 
In  12  cases  the  contraventions  were  found  to  have  been 
remedied  when  the  premises  were  re-inspected. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  a  butcher 
found  to  be  using  an  unsuitable  vehicle  for  the  transport 
of  meat  and  offals.  The  magistrates  found  the  offence 
proved  and  imposed  a  fine  of  £15. 
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Food  Premises  subject  to  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  :  — 

No.  of  No.  of  No.  of 
premises  premises  premises 


Trade 

No.  of 

fitted  to 

to  which 

fitted  to 

carried 

premises 

comply 

reg.  19 

comply 

on 

with 

applies 

with 

reg.  16 

reg.  19 

Licensed  premises 

70 

70 

62 

62 

Hotels 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Hostels  &  Homes 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Clubs 

20 

20 

20 

20 

Restaurants  and  cafes 

37 

37 

37 

37 

Church  Halls,  etc. 

15 

12 

15 

15 

Places  of  entertainment 

7 

7 

2 

2 

Grocers  and  provision 

merchants 

64 

64 

64 

64 

Bakers 

19 

19 

19 

19 

Sugar  confectioners  ... 

41 

29 

25 

25 

Fishmongers  and  fish  fryers 

16 

16 

16 

16 

Butchers 

36 

36 

36 

36 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 

33 

33 

30 

30 

Chemists 

15 

6 

15 

15 

General  shops ... 

50 

44 

38 

38 

Food  factory 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Factory  canteens 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Miscellaneous 

7 

6 

6 

6 

Prosecutions 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955- 

— Section 

2 

For  selling  milk  containing  mould  growth  :  fined  £25. 

For  selling  a  mouldy  cheesecake  ;  fined  £5. 

For  selling  a  loaf  containing  a  needle  ;  fined  £30. 

For  selling  a  mouldy  pork  pie  ;  fined  £20. 

For  selling  mouldy  sausages  ;  fined  £20. 

For  selling  a  scone  containing  a  nail  ;  fined  £15. 

For  selling  a  mouldy  trifle  ;  fined  £10. 

For  selling  a  bottle  of  milk  containing  a  piece  of  glass  ; 
fined  £30. 

For  selling  a  fairy  cake  containing  a  piece  of  plastic  ; 
fined  £10. 

For  selling  a  mouldy  Swiss  Roll  ;  fined  £20. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1962. —140  visits  were  made  to 
premises  to  ensure  that  the  orders  were  being  observed.  It 
was  necessary  to  warn  18  shopkeepers  for  failing  to  mark 
imported  apples  and  tomatoes. 

ICE  CREAM 

There  are  3  premises  registered  for  the  manufacture, 
sale  and  storage  of  ice-cream,  and  136  premises  registered 
for  sale  and  storage  only. 
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128  samples  of  ice-cream  were  sent  for  bacteriological 


examination  and  were 

classified  as  follows  : — 

Grade  I 

®  •  •  • • *  •  •  •  ••• 

96 

Grade  II 

•  •  •  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

17 

Grade  III 

•••  •••  •••  * • • 

8 

Grade  IV 

• • •  •••  •••  ••• 

7 

As  it  was  found  difficult  to  obtain  samples  from  itinerant 
traders  during  the  day,  evening  sampling  was  undertaken 
and  this  produced  one  grade  III  sample  and  three  grade 
IV  samples.  The  information  was  passed  to  the  districts 
from  which  the  traders  operated  and  rapid  improvements 
were  achieved  with  their  co-operation. 

Once  again  difficulty  was  experienced  with  foreign - 
born  traders  from  whom  four  grade  III  samples  and  three 
grade  IV  samples  were  obtained.  The  remaining  grade  IV 
sample  was  taken  from  a  cafe  where  steriliza+ion  of  the 
equipment  had  been  neglected. 

The  three  other  unsatisfactory  samples,  which  con¬ 
sisted  of  wrapped  blocks,  were  all  taken  on  the  same  day 
and  were  manufactured  by  the  same  national  distributor. 
It  has  been  suggested  by  the  company  bacteriologist  that 
the  results  may  be  due  to  the  presence  of  relatively  heat- 
resistant  organisms,  but  during  the  examination  of  sub¬ 
sequent  samples  no  evidence  was  found  to  support  this 
suggestion. 

MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS, 

1963 

89  valid  dealers’  (pre-packed  milk)  licences  were  in 
operation  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  and  one  addi¬ 
tional  licence  was  issued  during  the  year. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  regularly  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  the  results  are  set  out  below  : — 


Designation 

No. 

Nature  of  Tests 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Untreated 

22 

Methylene 

Blue 

21 

1 

— 

Pasteurised 

95 

Methylene 

Blue 

93 

2 

— 

Phosphatase 

95 

— 

— 

Sterilised 

13 

Turbidity 

13 

— 

— 
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The  samples  which  failed  to  satisfy  the  methylene  blue 
test  all  came  from  outside  the  district,  and  enquiries  in  the 
areas  concerned  did  not  indicate  any  reason  for  the  failures. 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

Subject  to  specified  conditions,  licences  may  be  granted 
to  suitable  persons  to  keep  pet  shops.  Three  applications 
were  received  for  licences  and  all  were  granted. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


Private 

Business 

Council 

Others 

Properties  inspected 

296 

91 

5 

1 

Treatments  ... 

131 

— 

4 

— 

Re-treatments 

1 

— 

8 

— 

Number  of  visits 

970 

165 

67 

1 

The  sewers  in  areas  where  the  heaviest  infestations  had 
been  found  in  recent  years  were  treated  twice  during  the 
year.  A  total  of  1,326  manholes  were  baited  in  both  treat¬ 
ments. 

7  notices  were  served  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  and  the  necessary 
work  was  carried  out  satisfactorily  in  3  cases. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


Rooms  disinfested 

23 

Persons  cleansed 

2 

Books  disinfected 

141 

Bundles  of  clothing  disinfected 

3 

Bedding  destroyed 

1 

Wasps  nests  destroyed 

33 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Where  no  person  can  be  found  who  is  willing  or  res¬ 
ponsible  to  undertake  the  burial  or  cremation  of  the  body 
of  any  person  who  has  died  or  been  found  dead  in  their  area, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  to  do  so.  Four  such 
cases  were  dealt  with,  during  the  year. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT,  1956 
Applications  for  prior  approval 

Ten  applications  were  received  for  prior  approval 
of  new  boiler  installations.  Six  were  approved  as  submitted 
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and  three  were  approved  after  the  proposed  chimney  heights 
had  been  increased.  The  remaining  application  was  refused 
owing  to  the  installation  having  been  substantially  com¬ 
pleted  before  the  application  was  received. 

Notifications  of  proposal  to  install  a  furnace 

Nine  notifications  were  received  of  which  four  were 
satisfactory.  In  two  instances,  owing  to  the  proximity  to 
high  flats,  it  was  agreed  that  a  change  to  a  more  suitable 
fuel  be  made  and  in  another  case  the  chimney  height  was 
increased  by  agreement.  In  the  two  remaining  cases  re¬ 
quests  were  made  to  the  County  Architect  to  consider  either 
a  change  of  fuel  or  an  increase  in  the  chimney  height  but 
without  success.  As  the  buildings  concerned  were  exempted 
premises  no  further  action  could  be  taken. 

Instruments 

The  daily  volumetric  instrument  situated  at  Mid- War¬ 
wickshire  College  of  Further  Education  was  replaced  by  an 
8-port  instrument  at  the  end  of  August.  This  new  apparatus 
requires  only  weekly  attention  compared  with  the  daily 
attention  required  formerly.  In  addition  to  the  saving  of 
time  which  ensues,  this  instrument  gives  daily  readings  for 
both  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide,  compared  with  the  averaged 
readings  which  the  daily  instrument  produced  when  left 
to  run  continuously  at  the  week-end.  A  similar  change 
was  made  at  Campion  Terrace  Waterworks  at  the  end  of 
November  and  in  future  both  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide 
readings  will  be  available,  compared  with  smoke  readings 
only  which  were  provided  formerly. 

The  information  obtained  from  the  instruments,  which 
are  still  in  use,  during  the  last  five  years  is  summarised  in 
the  accompanying  graphs. 

NOISE  ABATEMENT  ACT,  1960 

Only  four  complaints  were  received  during  1965  and  an 
informal  approach  brought  about  a  considerable  reduction 
of  the  noise  in  each  case  so  that  no  further  action  was 
necessary.  Details  are  as  follows  :  — 

Slamming  a  cafe  kitchen  door  ...  ...  1 

Loading  of  milk  lorries  at  dairy  ...  ...  1 

Small  diesel  engine  on  building  site...  ...  1 

Welding  operations  at  smithy  ...  ...  1 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 

For  the  enforcement  of  the  act,  factories  are  classified 
as  follows  : — 

Class  (i)  factories  where  mechanical  power  is  not  used. 

Class  (ii)  factories  where  mechanical  power  is  used. 

Class  (iii)  other  premises,  such  as  sites  of  building  op¬ 
erations  etc. 

Although,  in  order  to  avoid  duplication  of  visits  by 
different  inspectors,  Factory  Inspectors  have  become 
responsible  for  enforcing  all  the  general  provisions  of  The 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963  in  offices 
and  shops  in  factories,  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  still 
responsible  for  seeing  that  the  sanitary  accommodation  in 
factories  is  suitable  and  in  the  case  of  class  (ii)  factories  this 
is  the  sole  function  of  this  officer  in  these  premises.  It 
would  seem  rational  that  this  responsibility  should  be 
transferred  from  the  Local  Authority  to  the  Factory  In¬ 
spectorate. 


1.  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Numt 

>er  of 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Factories,  Class  (i) 

12 

6 

1 

Factories,  Class  (ii) 

204 

50 

4 

Factories,  Class  (iii) 

5 

4 

2 

Total 

221 

60 

7 

2.  DEFECTS  FOUND  AND  REMEDIED 


Referred 

Defects 

Defects 

by  H.M. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7)  : — 
Unsuitable  or  Defective 

8 

4 

4 
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THE  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 

ACT,  1963 

Registration  of  existing  premises  was  virtually  com¬ 
pleted  by  mid-summer,  just  one  year  late,  by  which  time 
a  further  hundred  notifications  had  been  received,  bringing 
the  total  number  of  registrations  near  to  the  anticipated 
figure  of  around  700.  Nearly  500  primary  inspections 
and  about  200  other  visits  were  made  resulting  in  387 
notifications  of  contraventions  being  sent  to  the  persons 
concerned.  Very  few  re-visits  were  made  as  the  primary 
inspections  had  not  been  completed,  but  in  3  cases  the 
contraventions  were  found  to  have  been  remedied. 

The  following  tables  contain  the  information  required 
by  the  Minister  of  Labour  : — 

REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

No.  of 
premises 
registered 
during  year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspec¬ 
tion  during 
the  year 

Offices 

40 

187 

117 

Retail  shops 

59 

405 

332 

Wholesale  shops, 
warehouses 

5 

28 

12 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments,  open  to  the 
public,  canteens  ... 

7 

67 

21 

Fuel  Storage  depots 

2 

2 

1 

NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY  INSPECTORS 
TO  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

686 
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ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

BY  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of  people  employed 

Offices 

2,011 

Retail  shops 

2,437 

Wholesale  departments,  Warehouses 

239 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 
public  ... 

540 

Canteens 

23 

Fuel  storage  depots 

9 

Total 

5,259 

Total  Males 

2,013 

Total  Females  ... 

3,246 

SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

As  forecast  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Council 
made  a  Weekly  Half  Holiday  Exemption  Order  covering 
some  twenty-eight  trades  and  businesses  in  the  centre  of 
the  town.  This  followed  the  canvass  of  shopkeepers  the 
previous  year  when  a  majority  in  each  of  the  categories 
concerned  voted  in  favour  of  the  Order  being  made. 

Its  effect  is  to  permit  all  such  trades  and  businesses  in 
this  area  to  be  carried  on  for  six  days  in  the  week.  So  far, 
very  few  shopkeepers  have  taken  advantage  of  this,  a  few 
have  changed  to  Monday  but  the  greater  number  continue 
to  close  on  Thursday  which  was  the  former  early  closing 
day.  The  result  has  been  to  create  some  confusion  in  the 
minds  of  many  shoppers. 

The  Shops  (Early  Closing  Days)  Act,  1965  also  came 
into  force  during  the  year.  This  Act  provided  for  a  shop's 
early  closing  day  to  be  selected  by  its  occupier  and  abolished 
the  existing  early  closing  days  orders,  and  will  apply  only  to 
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shops  situated  outside  the  central  area  mentioned  above 
and  those  not  covered  by  the  Exemption  Order.  It  also 
substituted  the  expression  “  early  closing  day  ”  for  “  weekly 
half-holiday  "  in  the  Shops  Act,  1950. 

In  a  letter  sent  to  all  the  shopkeepers  concerned  it  was 
pointed  out  that  nothing,  either  in  the  Exemption  Order 
or  the  Early  Closing  Days  Act,  altered  the  position  regarding 
Sunday  trading  which  remains  prohibited  except  for  the 
sale  of  certain  specified  exempted  articles  and  foods. 
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Table  I. 


BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1965 
and  Previous  Years. 


Year 

1 

Population  estimated  to 
Middle  of  each  year 

Births 

Nett  Deaths  belonging 
to  the  District 

Nett 

Under  lYear 
of  age 

At  all  Ages. 

U 

$ 

JO 

£ 

3 

z 

3 

Crude  Rate. 

U 

D 

£ 

3 

z 

5 

Rate  per  1,000 

O'  Nett  Births. 

-J  Number. 

00  Rate. 

1956 

38,220 

793 

20.7 

19 

22.6 

456 

12.0 

1957 

38,940 

767 

19.4 

17 

23.6 

451 

11.6 

1958 

39,220 

825 

21.0 

19 

23.0 

433 

11.0 

1959 

39,450 

827 

21.0 

22 

26.6 

490 

12.4 

1960 

40,060 

847 

20.8 

11 

13.0 

477 

11.7 

1961 

42,500 

877 

20.6 

23 

26.2 

496 

11.7 

1962 

42,950 

934 

21.7 

15 

18.2 

539 

12.5 

1963 

43,560 

936 

21.4 

16 

17.1 

544 

12.5 

1964 

44,300 

926 

20.9 

21 

22.7 

571 

12.9 

1965 

44,450 

967 

21.8 

18 

18.6 

538 

12.1 

VITAL  STATISTICS  IN  ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1965 

England  and  Wales. 

Birth  rate,  Death  rate,  and  Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1965. 

(Provisional  Figures) 


Annual  Rate  per  1,000  Population. 

Live  Still  Births  Deaths  under 

Births.  per  Deaths,  one  year  to 

1,000  Births.  1,000  Births 

England  and  Wales  ...  18.0  15.7  11.5  19.0 
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Table  II. 


BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during 

the  Year  1965 


Notifiable  Disease 

At  all  Ages 

Nu 

mber 

A 

of  C 

t  Age 

ases 

SS— ' V 

notifie 

'ears 

sd 

•o 

£ 

o_ 

S  « 

<- 

<0 

■o 

c 

P 

O 

w 

lO 

O 

♦-» 

<N 

0 

^4 

o 

<N 

o 

"O  Ih 
C  « 
«J  jE 

•o  g. 

•-  a 

S  o 

°o 

73  ~ 
o 

H 

Small-pox 

Plague 

Diphtheria  (including  Mem- 

branous  Croup)  ... 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

6 

2 

3 

1 

Typhus  Fever 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

Pneumonia 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Malaria 

Dysentery 

24 

5 

15 

1 

i 

2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (including 

Polioencephalitis) 

Whooping  Cough 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

Measles 

277 

8 

152 

116 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

21 

1 

4 

8 

8 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

8 

1 

1 

5 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

2 

Totals . 

344 

8 

161 

139 

17 

14 

4 

1 

— 
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Table  III. 

BOROUGH  OF  ROYAL  LEAMINGTON  SPA. 
Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1965. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

— 

2  Tuberculosis,  other  . 

— 

— 

3  Syphilitic  disease . 

— 

1 

4  Diphtheria  . 

— 

— 

6  Whooping  cough  . 

— 

— 

6  Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

8  Measles 

— 

— 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

7 

8 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  .bronchus  ... 

21 

5 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

16 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

14  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 
plasms 

26 

19 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

— 

1 

10  Diabetes 

1 

— 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

34 

54 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

64 

46 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

5 

20  Other  heart  disease 

17 

40 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

11 

22  Influenza 

1 

— 

23  Pneumonia 

18 

19 

24  Bronchitis... 

21 

3 

25  Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

5 

— 

20  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

— 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

1 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

— 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

31  Congenital  malformations 

2 

1 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

23 

19 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

4 

34  All  other  accidents 

4 

6 

36  Suicide 

7 

2 

30  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

All  causes 

273 

265 

36 
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